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Parametersin Designing and Evaluating
Digital Libraries

Nadi-RavandiS."/Haji-ZeinolabediniM.2
Abstract

Introduction: There was always suspicion regarding concept and frameworks of digital libraries;
concepts such as electronic library, virtual library, without wall library, hybrid library and digital
libraryhaveapplied oftentogether, orforeach other forconveyinglibrary concept. Studieshave shown
that so far there is no standard and universal accepted definition for digital libraries, however Digital
Library Federation (DLF)hasadefinitionthatismostaccepted and citeddefinition. Thisstudyaimedto
determine the mostimportant parameters for designing and evaluation of digital libraries; and provide
arelatively criteria framework had been given.

Methods: In this descriptive research, studying texts and reviewing resources about digital libraries
and their designing and evaluation; we recognized a lot of elements in designing digital libraries.
Then we surveyed six successful world digital libraries and analyzed information to determine basic
parameters in designing of digital libraries.

Results: The 14 main parameters in designing of digital libraries are as followed: full text recourses,
specialusers,permanentaccess,format,retrievalandsearch,acquisition,infrastructuresandequipments
development, expert staff, organization, cooperating capability with other libraries, services, print
resources, standards and standardization, and copy right observance. Every Parameter has different
subsections, involving different areas.

Conclusion: We did not find any study about investigation of parameters related to designing and
evaluation of digital libraries. Our finding may be used as designing and evaluating criteria for digital
libraries and improvement of actual process in these libraries in the future.

Keywords: Digital Libraries, Parameters, Designing, Evaluation
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