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Trend of Iranians’ Scientific Papersin Medical Fields in
1978-2007

EskrootchiR.'/Hassanzadeh H.2/ GohariMR.3/JamshidiR.*

Abstract

Introduction: In Scientometrics evaluations, the main criteria for determining the rank ofa country is
therate of participation in generating science, technology and innovation, i.e. total participation in the
processofdeveloping globalscience. Thisresearchapplies Scientometric methods to study the growth
rate and trend of medical fields' scientific productions in Iran during 1978-2007.

Methods: Thisisadescriptive-surveyresearch;includes the Englisharticlesinmedical fieldsindexed
in SCIE database during 1978-2007. These articles matched with NLM classification. To gather these
information, we used advanced search web of science database with limited time for 6 periodic five
time years.

Results: We found 1901 records from SCIE, from 29 medical fields of SCIE, the most pharmacology
and biochemistry fields, lowest in nursing and geriatrics. Fifty three per cent were without citation in
SCIE.TheTehran Universityof Medical Sciences consideredmostactivein 1 9medical fields. Theleast
number of articles found in 1983-1987 and 1988-1992; the most number in 2003-2007.

Conclusion: Lack of citations in most of Iranian articles in SCIE, might because of publication in low
impactfactorjournals,ordeported ofdevelopingcountries fromvalidinternationaljournals. Oneofthe
relevantfactorsindeclineinsecondandthird periodscouldbethelranandIragwarin 1981.Includingof
universities names with the differentname has caused to exclude Iranians’ universities names in world
rankings. We concluded that production inmedical sciences is increasing intensively; its continuance
trend depends oninteraction between Iranian and foreignresearchers, increase ineducational budgets,
collaboration with universities in the world.

Keywords: Scientific Production, Citation database, Medical fields.
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