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Vision in Practice:
Clinical Coding Policies and Procedures

Mahmoodian S S.*/Ahmadi M.?/ Hosseini F.?

Abstract

Introduction: Every health organization life depends on its correct coding system. One of
the best toolsin collecting correct and valid dataisto makeaclinical coding and procedures.
Clinical Coding policy and procedures, in face of personals changes causes stability, and
continuesthe clinical coding and provide aframefor decision making and doing duties.

M ethods: Thisresearch was carried out asadescriptive-comparative study. | nformation has
taken from books, papers, internet, and health care institutes. The coding policies and
procedures from United State, England, Canada, and Iran; have been reviewed in this
research. Dueto similarity or differencesin specifications, the suggested paradigm for Iran
hasbeen prepared. Thenthemodel hasbeentested by Del phi method intwo phases. And after
evauatingit, thefinal model is presented.

Results: Data showed that procedures and coding policies have been presented in main six
methods including: documentation and coding principles, coding information validating,
coding unit structure, coding training, coding communication, and security and privacy of
coding. Fourteen methods related to coding policy are covered by clinical coding unit for
thesesix axis. Ineach of theseaxis. Certain procedureshavebeen achievedin each mentioned
axis. Documentation principle, coding procedures, time frame coding, summarized coding
presentations, documentations and coding error investigations, errors corrections and
educational sections, employees job situations and numbers of employee that needed,
employees evaluations, in-services training, conditions that effected job, and tracking
reviewing of recording data systems are some important proceduresfor these six axis.
Conclusions: Intotal thefinal model for the clinical coding policiesand proceduresin Iran
have more similarities by United State and England; and less by Canada. It have been
suggested that coding procedure would be eval uated and upgraded annually and havewill be
published in special magazine. To evaluate the coding information and coding procedures,
an investigation committee have been suggested, in which based on their results, some
workshops to be settled. Also for collection information from physicians about important
cases, aspecia questioner form would be designed.
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