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Designing a Structure of Disaster Management for Iran
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Abstract

Introduction: One of the most important challenges of our time is the need to have a system of disaster
management to confront the natural and man made disasters. In order to set in place such asystemin acountry,
thereis an essential necessity to design a specia organizational structurein the areas of disaster management.
Themain objective of thisstudy wasto design astructural model for disaster management in Iran.

Methods: Thisisacomparative study with an applied proposed model. In planning this structure of disaster
management, the study is based on institutional structures of United Stats of America, Japan, Australia, India,
Turkey and I ndonesiain comparisonwithlran. Theinformation usedin thi sstudy hasbeen researched both from
first hand scientific and bibliographical sources; mainly from foreign sourceslikebooks, scientific magazines,
officia reportswhich have been obtai ned directly from databasesin the rel ated countries and domestic printed
and official published documents. In planning the structural research model, the original model was based on
comparative studies and Stuational analysis of related countries. This model was conceived using Delphi
scientific technique and put for scrutiny by 30 of scientific scholars and professionals in the field of disaster
management and then the final model was proposed.

Results: Theresults of studiesin selected countries showed that: devel oped countries have an organizational
gructure for disaster management that is able to respond to natural and man made disastersin one centralized
command structure with a structura pattern that enjoys a high degree of centralized complexity and formal
structure. Meantimethe resultsin most countries studied showed that the Structure of disaster managementisin
the form of exclusive independent organization under the countries highest executive's authorities. Most
countries attention to thewhole system of organizing disaster management isfocused on process of mitigation,
forecasting, preparedness, responseand recovery. The pattern designed in thisstudy wasal so prepared based on
thefindings of thisstudy'sconclusion, like considering basi ¢ plan; acentralized unique organi zation for natural
and man madedisasters; ahighlevel council inmacrolevel and other levelswithaneedto categorizethedelivery
servicesin accordance with the conditions of 1 ran was proposed.

Conclusion: Paying attention to Iran's vastness; variety of disasters and its degree of strength; necessity of
existence of aprevailing plan, aneed for anew organizationa structureisfelt asone of the countries' essential
needsinthefield of disaster management. Use of asuitable and deserving structural model will lead to increase
economic advantage, reduction of beurocratic barriers and speeding up disaster management related activities.
Keywords: Sructure, Disaster Management, [ran
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