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Abstract

Introduction: In many countries, the medical records are important legal documents,
essential not only for the present and future care for patients but also as legal documentsto
protect the patientsand the hospitals. Medical record isaconfidential document and always
the patient'sright to privacy must be regarded.

Methods: Thisis adescriptive - cross sectiona study. Study sample were 34 of teaching
hospitals affiliated with Iran (9 hospitals), Tehran(16 hospitals), Shahid Beheshti (10
hospitals) Universities of Medical Sciences. The data was collected thorough a check list,
presented by descriptive statistics on SPSS software.

Results: Regarding ratios of privacy and the release of patient information, in Iran, Tehran
and Shaheed Beheshti Medical Sciences Universities were 61%,60% and 58 %, for request
for the release of information, in 58%,56%,56% ; for General Medico-Legal Principles
63%,49%,36%;andfor Procedurefor the Releaseof Medical Informationin Legal Casewere
72/59%, 73% and 81%; for Preparing a Medical Record for Court 52% ,50% and
53%respectively.

Conclusion: Consideringtheimportance information of medical record privacy, and dueto
extended application of medical records for authentication in legal cases, addressing on
privacy principlesisneeded. Alsomajority of hospitalshavedramatic differenceswithWorld
Health Organization standards. Thus, we suggest more attention in privacy and rel ease of
patient information in legal casesand act for promotion policiesregarding them.
Keywords: Privacy, legal cases, World Health Organization Manual, Hospital
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