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Abstract

Introduction: Emerging and developing of information technology hasimpact on library functions,
especially onmaterial sorgani zation, sothissurvey carried outto study theuseof informationtechnology
in cataloging departmentsat central libraries of medical universitiesand facultiesin Iran.

Methods: In this descriptive study research population were managers of cataloging departmentsin
central librariesof 44 medical universitiesand faculties. We used questionnairefor datacollecting, after
its validity and reliability confirmation. From 44 distributed questionnaires 41 were completed and
returned. Among research popul ation 41 librariesreplied those questionnairesand thereminder of them
omitted becausethey didn't answered the questionnaires. Thecoll ected dataanayzed by SPSSsoftware
and theresultspresented by descriptive statisticsin tablesand graphs.

Results: Existed hardwares in these libraries included: 496 computers, 108 printers, 29 scanners, 27
barcode reader scanners, 79 CD writersthat were out of dates and different. Existed soft wares had the
same Situation too. From these 44 soft wares, 34 copies (83%) were Parsazarakhsh and 7 next copies
were Nosa, Kavosh and Mava. Among the catalogers with diplomato Master of Science degree in
different major including medical library and information science, 22 catalogers were educated on
cataloging process from internet. They paid attention to analytical cataloging greatly and to authority
control dightly. Inaspect of non-book materialsthesis(80%) and rel ated websites (2.5%) had most and
least frequencies. The cata ogers used different methods such as; original, CIPand copy cataloging in
cataloging process. Only 29 libraries (70.7%) used al methods. In aspect of using different partsof soft
wares, catal oging and acqui sition had most and | east frequencies. Only 32librariesprepared backupfiles
and 31librarieshad network for using those soft wares. | n processof bibliographicdectronicsearching,
web-based OPAC of national library of medicineand Bibliofilehad most and |east frequenciestoo.
Conclusion: because of the absence specid programin using of information technology, organization
development of different library materials, unbalanced situation of human population, hard ware and
soft ware equipments, have not direct connection with internet , its downess and connection
discontinuation and unfamiliarity with cataloging electronic tools, confronted the surveyed libraries
with difficulties.

K eywords: Materials Organization- Materials Cataloging - Central Medical Libraries. Iran Medical
Universitiesand Faculties
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